National Seminar on Recent Trends in Biodiversity | 2024
Status and Conservation

The Department of Zoology, Assam Don Bosco University in collaboration with St. Edmund’s
College, Shillong and Pragjyotish College, Guwahati organized a Two-day National Seminar on Recent
Trends in Biodiversity Status and Conservation on the 27" and 28" March, 2024. The aim of the
Seminar was to bring together researchers, environmentalists, and conservationists from different parts
of the country to discuss and delve into several key trends in the field of biodiversity conservation which
include biodiversity evaluation, climate change and biodiversity loss, technology and conservation,
involvement of community in conservation, policy and governance, and citizen science. The Seminar
was inaugurated by Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Jose Palely, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Assam Don Bosco University
in the presence of Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Zacharias George, Deputy Registrar and Director, School of
Humanities and Social Sciences; Dr. Shampa Choudhury, Vice Principal, Pragjyotish College; Dr.
Ronald KL Tron, Head, Department of Zoology, St. Edmund’s College, Shillong; and Dr. Prasanta Kr
Choudhury, Director, School of Life Sciences, Assam Don Bosco University; Dr. Jane Wanry
Shangpliang, Head, Department of Zoology, Assam Don Bosco University and Convener of the

Seminar; and participants from different Colleges, Universities, and Industries.

The Seminar witnessed a total of seven Keynote Speakers - Dr. Narayan Sharma (Cotton
University, Guwahati), Mr. Neelam Dutta (Pabhoi Green), Dr. Dhruba Jyoti Sharma (Dimoria College,
Khetri), Professor S.R. Hajong (North Eastern Hill University, Shillong), Mr. Debojit Das (Guwahati
High Court), Professor Jogen Ch. Kalita (Gauhati University, Guwahati) and Professor HT Lalremsanga
(Mizoram University, Aizawl) - who deliberated on pressing issues on the central theme of Biodiversity
Conservation. There was a total of five Technical Sessions which included 26 Oral Presentations and
53 Poster Presentations. The Chairpersons and Co-Chairpersons of the Technical Sessions were Dr.
Narayan Sharma, Dr. Probin Phanjom, Dr. Ronald KL Tron, Dr. Dhruba Jyoti Sharma, Dr. Duwaki
Rangad, Dr. Jayanta Deka, Professor HT Lalremsanga, Dr. Sangeeta Das, Dr. Lima Hazarika, and Dr.
Manasee Choudhury. The Best Oral Presentation was awarded to Mr. Liston Marbafiiang, Research
Scholar, Assam Don Bosco University for his presentation on A Preliminary Report On The Diversity
Of Grasshopper (Orthoptera: Acrididae And Pyrgomorphidae) From Meghalaya, North East India and
the Best Poster Presentation was awarded to Ms. Puja Baishaya, Assistant Professor, S.B. Deorah
College, Guwabhati for her presentation on Impact Of Urbanisation on Functional Traits Of Birds In
Guwahati City, Assam.

The Seminar concluded with a Valedictory Session during which a Summary of the Seminar

was delivered by Dr. Bakhtiar Hussain, Co-Convener of the Seminar. Dr. Hussain highlighted the key
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takeaways from the Seminar: 1. To frame policies to conserve biodiversity in urban areas. 2. To take
steps in developing and promoting biodiversity based entrepreneurship. 3. To train young
conservationists in the field of Taxonomy. 4. To promote awareness on endocrine disruptors and
biodiversity deterioration. 5. To strengthen the network and function as a powerful think-tank for

exchange of ideas to conserve biodiversity.

Mr. Langtuk Terang (Pragjyotish College), Ms. Maria K Lalhriatpuii (St. Edmund's College),
and Mr. Ht. Decemson (Mizoram University) commented on the positive impact of the Seminar in
enhancing their learning and research endeavours. The Seminar was attended by a total of 143

participants out of which 79 presented their research work.

The Organizers express gratitude to the sponsors - Indian Council of Social Science Research
North Eastern Regional Centre (ICSSR-NERC), Assam Science Technology & Environment Council
(ASTEC), DS Enterprise, B&B Associates and Zoological Society of Assam (ZSA) - for their partnership

and lending their support by providing financial assistance.
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I: Oral Presenters

27th -28th March, 2024
Tapesia Campus, Sonapur, Assam

Assam Don Bosco University,

N RECENT TRENDS IN BIODI VERSITY STATUS
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I ABOUT ASSAM DON BOSCO UNIVERSITY

Assam Don Bosco University (ADBU) is established as the first
State University of Assam in the private sector on 29 March
2008, and set up by Don Bosco Society in response to the felt
educational needs of the people of North-East India. In a little
over 10 years, Assam Don Bosco University has become one of
the best Universities in the Northeast and has the distinction
of being the only private University in Assam with an ‘A’ Grade
from National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC).
The University has also been given a 12B status by the
University Grants Commission, hence, becoming the first
private University to attain this status in North East and the
fourth in the country.

The vision of the University is ‘To mould young persons into
intellectually competent, morally upright, socially committed
and spiritually inspired citizens at the service of India and the
world of today and tomorrow, by imparting holistic and
personalized education.’

| ABOUT DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY

The Department of Zoology, under the School of Life Sciences
was established in the year 2017 with PhD Programme and
MSc Zoology with specializations in Entomology, Fishery
Science, Animal Ecology and Wildlife Biology, and Cell and
Molecular Biology. These specializations are being offered
keeping in mind the ever-rising demand for specialists in public
health, wildlife management, pharmaceutical companies,
environmental impact assessment studies, food processing
industries, agriculture and animal husbandry, and well-
informed researchers and educators. In 2019, the
Department also launched BSc (Honours) Zoology.

As the Department is housed in the Tapesia Campus which is
very rich in flora and fauna, the Department organizes nature
walk, birdwatching and other wildlife observation activities
which expose students of Zoology to real-life experience of
nature. In addition, the Department has well-equipped
laboratories and dedicated, qualified and friendly faculty.

| ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
)

President : Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Jose Palely

Working President : Dr. Prasanta Kr Choudhury
Convener : Dr. Jane Wanry Shangpliang
Co-convener : Dr. Bakhtiar Hussain
Treasurer : Dr. Lima Hazarika
Advisors : Rev. Br. (Dr.) Simon Coelho

Prof. Saibal Sengupta

Prof: J.N. Vishwakarma

Mr. Priyabrat Lahkar
MEMBERS

Prof. Saibal Sengupta, Dr. Yumnam Lokeshwor Singh,

Dr. Madhurima Das, Dr. Anoop Karunakaran,

Dr. Manasee Choudhury, Dr. Yungkham Rajeevkumar Singh,
Dr. Ronald K.L Tron, Dr. Duwaki Rangad, Dr. P. Wankitlang
Shangpliang, Ms. Mebari Vanessa R. Dorphang, Mr. Graham B.
Ranee, Mr. Dadul Kalita, Ms. Julie Morang, Mr. Abhijit Das,
Mr. Tarsius Ishorary, Mr. Wilson Mathew

| HOW TO REACH

From LGBI Airport: 44km

By Taxi, it will take 1hr 35mins approximately.

From ISBT: 23.5km

By Taxi or Public Transport, it will take 51mins approximately.
From Guwahati Railway Station: 24.2km

By Taxi, it will take 1hr 15mins approximately.

I I FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

jane.shangpliang@dbuniversity.ac.in (+91 8837 286 186)
saibal.sengupta@dbuniversity.ac.in (+91 8134 994 506)
bakhtiar.hussain@dbuniversity.ac.in (+91 8638 782 014)
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I ABOUT THE SEMINAR

Biodiversity forms the complex web of biological diversity that
sustains our planet, is undergoing rapid transformations. The
variety of life on Earth, is facing unprecedented challenges due
to factors such as habitat loss, climate change, and
unsustainable human activities. Bio- diversity research is crucial
for various reasons, encompassing ecological, economic, social,
and scientific aspects and to pro- vide essential insights into the
functioning of ecosystems and the interconnectedness of all
living organisms. However, in the face of unparalleled
environmental changes and challenges biodiversity in this
planet is undergoing rapid transformations causing ecological
instability due to factors such as habitat loss, climate change,
and unsustainable human activities. To address these issues
and explore innovative solutions, we propose organizing a
National Seminar on “Recent Trends in Biodiversity and
Conservation.” This seminar aims to provide a platform for
researchers, scientists, conservationists, policy- makers, and
stakeholders to discuss and exchange insights on the latest
trends, challenges, and advancements in the field of
biodiversity and conservation.

The Seminar shall span over two days, and it will be conduct-
ed in an offline mode only. There will be simultaneous
sessions each day.

Sub-themes of the Seminar:

1. Biodiversity and Climate Change

2. Economic and Sustainable Development towards Bio-
diversity
Legal Aspects of Biodiversity
Aquatic and Terrestrial Biodiversity and Conservation
Bioresource utilization and Bioprospecting
Biodiversity conservation and tourism sustainability
Computational Tools for assessing Genetic Diversity in
Endangered Species
Biodiversity-related Human Behaviors and Institutions
Environmental sustainability- indigenous knowledge
and practices for biodiversity conservation
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| RESOURCE PERSONS

Sl No.

N o o B W N

Names
Prof. Jogen Ch. Kalita, Gauhati University
Prof. Sudanya Ray Hajong, NEHU
Dr. Narayan Sharma, Cotton University
Dr. Dhruba Jyoti Sharma, Dimoria College
Dr. H.T.Lalremsanga, Mizoram University
Mr. Debojit Das, Gauhati High Court
Mr. Neelam Dutta, Pabhoi Green

| IMPORTANT DATES

e Dates of Seminar: 27" & 28 March 2024
e Last Date of Registration: 22" March 2024
e Last Date of Abstract Submission: 10" March 2024

| I ABSTRACT SUBMISSION DETAILS

The Abstract should be in the following format:

Title: Times New Roman, Bold, Capital, 12

Author’s Name & Details: Times New Roman, Italics, 11
(Presenter’s name must be marked with *)

Abstract Content: Times New Roman, 11

Word Limit: 250 with minimum 3 key words. The
Abstract has to be submitted through email to Dr. Jane
Shangpliang

Email ID: adbuseminar2024@gmail.com

I POSTER SPECIFICATIONS

e Poster size: 3ft (breadth) x 6ft (length)

I I FULL PAPER PUBLICATION DETAILS

After peer review, the selected papers will be published.

| | REGISTRATION FEE

Participation Early Bird Late
Category Registration
Students 600 750
Research Scholars 1200 1500
Faculty & Others 2000 2500
Accompanying Person 3000 3000

BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS

Account Name : Assam Don Bosco University

Account Number : 922010012834978
IFS Code : UTIB0001297
Bank Name :AxisBank

Branch Name :Khanapara

Registration Link: https://forms.gle/KKRJ4xjyFfV4do6Z7
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