
A Report on a webinar “Significance of Matriliny to the Khasi Society”

Organized by: Sociology Department, St. Edmund’s College

Resource Person: Fr. Barnes Mawrie, sdb

Date: 27th October 2021

Time: 4:00 pm

Mode: Via Zoom

Khasi matrilineal society is a society where descent, inheritance of property, succession to
positions and rules of inheritance have traced and passed down from one generation to the
other through the female line. The “Kur” system and the kinship bond play very significant
roles in the life of the Khasis. Yet, in this contemporary time, this society has adopted change
through various factors. The main objective of this webinar is to understand the significance
and important aspects of this system to the Khasis. Another objective is to identify the
various exogenous and endogenous factors that have led to the transitioning of the Khasi
matrilineal society.

Outcome:

1. The students were able to understand the various functions played by the institutions,
the “Kur” system and the traditional religion in the Khasi society.

2. They were able to capture the differences of roles played by the father (U kpa) and the
maternal uncle (U kῆi) in the khasi family system.

3. The webinar highlighted the various exogenous and endogenous factors of social
change.

4. The resource person stresses on the important of empowering the father in the Khasi
family.
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